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II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.: New Mexico Township: 42N Range: 9W
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wood frames and surrounds.    

22. Architectural style: Late Victorian

Building type:

23. Landscape or special setting features:

This well-maintained property is located at the southwest corner of Willow Street and Columbia Avenue. A woven 

wire fence encloses a planted grass lawn which surrounds the house. A spruce tree is near the front northeast 

corner of the house.

24. Associated buildings, features or objects: N/A

IV.  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
25. Date of construction: Estimate: Actual: 1896

Source of information: Telluride Daily Journal, May 12, 1896, p. 4; Sanborn Insurance maps; Sanborn 

Insurance maps

26. Architect: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

27. Builder: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

28. Original owner: Comma P. Rock

Source of information: Telluride Daily Journal, May 12, 1896, p. 4

29. Construction history:

Sanborn Insurance maps reveal that this property was originally developed circa 1888, with the construction of a 

very small L-shaped dwelling. The extant  house dates primarily from 1896, however, as in that year owner C. P. 

Rock enlarged and extensively remodeled the original dwelling. The Telluride Daily Journal reported on the 

construction on May 12, 1896: 

C. P. Rock is making changes to the construction of his dwelling house on the corner of Willow 

street and Columbia avenue which will materially improve its appearance. Additions are being 

built to both the front and rear, and when finished it will be a much larger structure.

 Based on the Sanborn maps, the original dwelling may have fronted onto Columbia Avenue to the north, and the 

new 1896 dwelling was located a few feet farther south, fronting instead toward Willow Street to the east.

30. Original location:
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33. Current use(s): Domestic / Single Dwelling

34. Site type(s): Single Family Residence
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35. Historical background:

This house was built in 1896, with a small previously-built home incorporated into its construction. The property 

was originally owned by Comma P. Rock who lived here with his wife, Clara, and daughters Jessie and Gertrude, 

between 1896 and 1902. C. P. Rock was born in Kentucky in January 1860, while Clara (maiden name unknown) 

had been born in Illinois, in November 1862. They were married circa 1884, and lived in Illinois before moving to 

Telluride during the early 1890s. Jessie, the eldest daughter, was born in August of 1885, while Gertrude was 

born in October of 1886. Mr. Rock was in the grocery business in Telluride. In August of 1902, the Rock family 

sold this property to John H. Adams and soon thereafter moved to Los Angeles. U. S. census records indicate that

Mr. and Mrs. Rock were Los Angeles residents through at least 1920.

John H. and Ada F. Adams were longtime Telluride residents, from the early 1890s to the early 1930s. They lived 

on Colorado Avenue until purchasing this property in 1902. Later, in the 1920s and 1930s, they resided on North 

Spruce Street and on Columbia Avenue. A native of New York, John H. Adams was born in May of 1864. Ada 

Florence Adams (maiden name unknown), meanwhile, had been born in Indiana in March of 1864. They were 

married circa 1890, and by the time of the 1900 census, two children had been born to the couple: Everett H. (born 

in March 1893), and Eva E. (born in April 1900). John Adams ran a general merchandise store in Telluride for 

many years, which later evolved into a furniture store. He may also have had an undertaking business. He was 

involved in local affairs, serving at least one term as the San Miguel County Assessor.

36. Sources of information:

Colorado Business Directory listings for Telluride, 1881-1950.

Colorado

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org
http://sanmiguel.valuewest.net
http://www.telluridemuseum.org
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VI.SIGNIFICANCE

37. Local landmark designation: Yes No 
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45. Is there National Register district potential? Yes 
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Sketch Map
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Location Map
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